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Diplomacy & International Relations 4 sources · 2 languages

US sanctions on Iran and China's pushback

The Daily Telegraph, Die Welt, Süddeutsche Zeitung and The Guardian all cover the

fallout from Bessent's dramatic threat of an economic 'D-Day' against Iran, but

frame it differently. Die Welt and Süddeutsche Zeitung emphasize that beneath the

bluster Washington is quietly avoiding direct confrontation with China over Iranian

oil purchases, suggesting American weakness and a double standard where Trump

acts cautiously against powerful rivals like China but aggressively against weaker

ones. The Daily Telegraph instead casts the whole campaign as delusional

overreach destabilizing global energy, food and bond markets, while The Guardian

focuses on China's angry, legalistic rejection of the sanctions threat and the risk of

escalation ahead of a planned Trump-Xi summit.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph, Die Welt, The Guardian, Süddeutsche Zeitung

Domestic Politics 3 sources · 2 languages

AfD, far-right rise and Germany's political 'firewall'
debate

Coverage of the AfD's rise spans multiple angles. The Daily Telegraph focuses on the

party's threat to shut down a public broadcaster, framing it as a press-freedom

issue. Die Welt runs two contrasting pieces: one criticizing the AfD's aggressive

            Citations (6)

The Daily Telegraph, Aug 26, 2026, p. 17 — "China warns Trump it will retaliate…"

The Daily Telegraph, Aug 26, 2026, p. 21 — "Trump’s economic offensive on Iran is…"

Die Welt, Aug 26, 2026, p. 1

The Guardian, Aug 26, 2026, p. 4

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 2 — "Operation völlige Isolation"

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 4 — "Erst mal langsam (USA und Iran)"

2 / 17



'Vorfeld' activists, and another - from Rügen's district administrator - blaming

mainstream parties, especially the SPD, for ignoring migration concerns and

criticizing both the 'firewall' strategy and calls to ban the party. Süddeutsche

Zeitung dedicates coverage to the upcoming Sachsen-Anhalt state election,

portraying the CDU's defensive campaign against a formally extremist-classified AfD

and quoting an economist warning of the economic damage a xenophobic AfD

government could cause.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph, Die Welt, Süddeutsche Zeitung

Security & Conflict 3 sources · 2 languages

Russia-Ukraine war and international support

Coverage of the war takes several distinct angles. Die Welt highlights a UK-Ukraine

intelligence-sharing deal presented as mutually beneficial, strengthening Britain's

defenses against Russian sabotage while giving Ukraine technology for long-range

missiles. Süddeutsche Zeitung paints a grimmer picture of intensifying Russian

strikes on civilian infrastructure amid Ukrainian air-defense shortages, and in a

separate piece criticizes Kyiv for failing to deliver promised anti-corruption reforms

tied to EU accession and aid. The Daily Telegraph, by contrast, uses the Danish PM's

rebuff of unsolicited advice to underscore Denmark's steadfast support for Ukraine

as part of its broader defiance of Russia and Trump.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph, Die Welt, Süddeutsche Zeitung
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Trade & Economics 3 sources · 2 languages

The dollar, gold and fiscal distrust in US finances

The Daily Telegraph and Die Welt offer similar economic analyses: both argue that

Trump's chaotic policies and US fiscal instability are driving investors toward gold

as a hedge against de-dollarization. Die Welt adds a specific focus on Treasury

Secretary Bessent's bond-buyback strategy as damaging international investor

confidence, while Süddeutsche Zeitung broadens the picture to industrialized-state

debt levels generally, warning of financial repression as a risky substitute for

genuine spending discipline.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph, Die Welt, Süddeutsche Zeitung

Security & Conflict 2 sources · 2 languages

Iran: Strait of Hormuz and internal economic crisis

The Guardian and Süddeutsche Zeitung both look past the military rhetoric to Iran's

underlying position. The Guardian argues Iran's leverage over the Strait of Hormuz

is diminishing over time, pushing Tehran toward a negotiated deal rather than

confrontation. Süddeutsche Zeitung instead probes the gap between Iranian

            Citations (4)

The Daily Telegraph, Aug 26, 2026, p. 13

Die Welt, Aug 26, 2026, p. 3

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 7 — "Kiew löst sein Versprechen nicht ein"

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 7 — "Jetzt sind ukrainische Baumärkte und Postfilialen…"

            Citations (3)

The Daily Telegraph, Aug 26, 2026, p. 21

Die Welt, Aug 26, 2026, p. 12

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 13

4 / 17



leaders' public displays of calm defiance and real internal warnings of economic

collapse, noting that hardliners in the Revolutionary Guard believe they can simply

wait out Trump's presidency.

Sources: The Guardian, Süddeutsche Zeitung

Trade & Economics 2 sources · 2 languages

Canada's tariff retaliation in the trade war with Trump

The Guardian and Die Welt both cover the escalating US-Canada trade war. The

Guardian, merging two related pieces into a single narrative voice, frames Canada's

retaliatory tariffs as a calculated, unified response asserting national sovereignty -

Canadians remaining 'masters of their own home'. Die Welt instead emphasizes the

aggressive American side, quoting a Canadian official accusing Trump of trying to

turn Canada into a 'vassal state' amid demands for Canadian 'subordination'.

Sources: Die Welt, The Guardian

Security & Conflict 2 sources · 2 languages

Hybrid attacks and drone incursions in Germany

The Guardian and Süddeutsche Zeitung both cover the Leipzig airport drone

sabotage incident. The Guardian emphasizes the intelligence and security
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dimension, noting suspicions of Russian involvement (which Moscow denies)

alongside the chancellor's warning that perpetrators will be held accountable.

Süddeutsche Zeitung focuses more on the political optics of Merz's toughened

rhetoric against hybrid-attack perpetrators, noting he still avoids naming Russia

directly, a contrast with previous public silence.

Sources: The Guardian, Süddeutsche Zeitung

Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

US Supreme Court and mail-in voting restrictions

Süddeutsche Zeitung covers this story from two angles that together form one

editorial line: a factual report on the Supreme Court's provisional decision to let

Trump's mail-in voting restrictions proceed, and a sharper opinion piece accusing

the court of missing a chance to resist Trump's unfair intentions and of damaging

democracy ahead of the midterms.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Diplomacy & International Relations 1 source · 1 language

Turkey and the Osman Kavala case

Süddeutsche Zeitung, in two pieces that form one editorial voice, reports the

European Court of Human Rights' repeated condemnation of Turkey over Osman
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Kavala's continued imprisonment, framing the judiciary as serving Erdoğan rather

than acting independently.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Security & Conflict 1 source · 1 language

The 'autocratic axis' and simultaneous global war risk

Die Welt warns that the West, and the Trump administration in particular,

dangerously underestimates the deepening military cooperation among Russia,

China, Iran and North Korea, arguing that coordinated simultaneous attacks - such

as China on Taiwan and Russia on NATO - represent a real and inadequately

planned-for risk.

Sources: Die Welt

Diplomacy & International Relations 1 source · 1 language

Venezuela and US-led regime change

Die Welt contrasts the historical failures of US regime-change policy in Afghanistan,

Iraq and Libya with the current Trump administration campaign against Maduro's

regime in Venezuela, describing it as a rare potential case of relatively peaceful

success - though driven by oil interests rather than democratic ideals.

Sources: Die Welt
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Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

El Salvador: economic boom and human rights cost under
Bukele

Die Welt offers a largely favorable account of El Salvador's economic transformation

under Bukele's gang crackdown, citing sharp rises in private and public investment,

while also acknowledging human rights criticism and the erosion of the rule of law

under the state of emergency.

Sources: Die Welt

Energy & Environment 1 source · 1 language

UK grid resilience and hostile cyber threats

The Daily Telegraph runs two opinion pieces warning about British infrastructure

vulnerability to hostile cyberattacks - one linking the renewables transition to

declining grid stability, the other warning that switching off terrestrial broadcasting

in favor of streaming would expose Britain to Russian sabotage or hijacking. Both

share a common concern about eroding sovereign control over critical

infrastructure.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph
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Diplomacy & International Relations 1 source · 1 language

US overreach and China's rising global standing

The Daily Telegraph runs two complementary opinion pieces: one, based on

readers' letters, argues Trump's aggressive foreign policy toward Iran, Russia and

Canada has damaged American prestige and undermined US leadership; the other

cites survey data showing global favorability shifting toward China as Washington's

coercive tactics fail and erode US credibility.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph

Diplomacy & International Relations 1 source · 1 language

Chagos Islands: Britain caught between US and Mauritius

The Daily Telegraph reports on UK PM Burnham's diplomatic bind over the Chagos

Islands, caught between Mauritian pressure to force Britain's hand at a UN summit

and Trump's opposition to any transfer, warning of possible UN sanctions that could

hamper the military base's operations.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph

Society & Culture 1 source · 1 language
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France's crackdown on English marketing jargon

The Daily Telegraph covers France's push to restrict English-language marketing

slogans, framing it as part of a long-running nationalist effort to protect French

identity against globalization and 'globish', with figures like Le Pen and the

Académie Française pushing for even tougher measures.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph

Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

UK housing policy and the 'Nimby' debate

The Daily Telegraph publishes an opinion piece accusing Burnham of hypocrisy for

demonizing 'Nimbys' while himself objecting to development near his own home,

arguing that centralizing planning powers in regional mayors undermines local

democracy without addressing what the author sees as the real cause of housing

shortages: mass immigration.

Sources: The Daily Telegraph

Migration & Society 1 source · 1 language

Migration and welfare policy data in Germany

Die Welt publishes an opinion piece criticizing the German state for failing to cross-

reference data on citizenship and welfare receipt, arguing this prevents an honest
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assessment of possible abuse of the social system and flawed incentives in

migration policy.

Sources: Die Welt

Migration & Society 1 source · 1 language

Colombia's crackdown on migrants

The Guardian critically examines Colombia's new far-right president's migrant

crackdown, noting it echoes Trump-style 'Colombians first' rhetoric, points out that

'illegal immigrant' is not a recognized legal category under Colombian law, and

documents the end of a decade-old, more open migration policy.

Sources: The Guardian

Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

India's hunger-strike protest movement against Modi

The Guardian frames the 'Cockroach rebellion' protest movement and Sonam

Wangchuk's hunger strike as a landmark and largely successful mass political

awakening among India's youth against a dismissive Modi government.

Sources: The Guardian
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Security & Conflict 1 source · 1 language

Hezbollah, the Lebanese state and Israeli occupation

The Guardian portrays the tension between the Lebanese state's efforts to reassert

its authority and Hezbollah's entrenched legitimacy in war-affected communities,

compounded by continued Israeli strikes and occupation that leave citizens

doubting the state can guarantee their security.

Sources: The Guardian

Energy & Environment 1 source · 1 language

Extreme heatwaves and Europe's insurance sector

The Guardian reports that extreme heat combined with an ageing population is

driving up claims for heat-related deaths and health conditions, which is expected

to pressure insurers' earnings and lead to higher premiums.

Sources: The Guardian

Energy & Environment 1 source · 1 language

UK's worsening energy bills crisis

The Guardian argues Labour's promise of cheaper energy bills is unraveling due to

volatile global gas prices - worsened by Trump's actions in the Middle East - and

rising transition costs, calling for greater transparency from Ofgem and the

government.
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Sources: The Guardian

Trade & Economics 1 source · 1 language

UK overseas tax havens and financial transparency

The Guardian accuses British overseas territories such as the Cayman Islands and

BVI of deliberately keeping beneficial-ownership registers opaque, costly and slow

despite promises to the UK government, thereby enabling continued money

laundering and illicit finance.

Sources: The Guardian

Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

Reform of Germany's intelligence services

Süddeutsche Zeitung takes a cautious position on the proposed reform: while

acknowledging the legitimacy of expanding the BND's cyber powers abroad as self-

defense against hybrid warfare, it warns that granting similar operative, police-like

powers to the domestic Verfassungsschutz is constitutionally risky and blurs the

line between intelligence gathering and policing.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung
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Domestic Politics 1 source · 1 language

Germany's permanent campaign cycle and political paralysis

Süddeutsche Zeitung presents Nouripour's argument that Germany's permanent

election-campaign cycle produces political paralysis, citing examples like delayed

aid to partner states and understaffed Bundeswehr foreign deployments, and

calling for bundling election dates and other reforms as a principled response

rather than a fear-driven reaction to the AfD's rise.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Energy & Environment 1 source · 1 language

Climate policy and Germany's cabinet retreat

Süddeutsche Zeitung criticizes the German government for sidelining a meaningful

climate response at its cabinet retreat, pointing to a weakening of EU emissions

trading rules and softened combustion-engine regulations, alongside a general

avoidance of substantive climate action despite official rhetoric.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Security & Conflict 1 source · 1 language

Ebola outbreak and conflict in DR Congo

Süddeutsche Zeitung argues that the Ebola outbreak in eastern Congo is not merely

a medical emergency but is deeply compounded by decades of war, exploitation of

            Citations (1)

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 5

            Citations (1)

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Aug 26, 2026, p. 4

14 / 17



resources by armed groups, and state neglect, calling for genuine peace and

stronger, more transparent international engagement as the real remedy.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Society & Culture 1 source · 1 language

Police horses in Germany and animal-rights criticism

Süddeutsche Zeitung defends the use of police horses against criticism from

animal-rights groups like Peta, arguing that professional police horses are treated

significantly better than many horses in competitive sport or elsewhere, making the

criticism misdirected.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Trade & Economics 1 source · 1 language

Volkswagen's savings plans and workforce anxiety

Süddeutsche Zeitung describes a trust crisis between Volkswagen's leadership

under Oliver Blume and its workforce over new cost-cutting plans justified by tariffs,

new competitors and geopolitical risks, with the works council chief accusing

management of a lack of transparency.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung
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Trade & Economics 1 source · 1 language

Nestlé and Russia: threat of forced takeover

Süddeutsche Zeitung warns that a Russian decree permitting forced administration

of 'critical infrastructure' companies raises real risk to Nestlé's Russian subsidiaries,

criticizing Nestlé's decision to continue operating in Russia after the invasion as a

move now backfiring amid geopolitical pressure.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Trade & Economics 1 source · 1 language

Germany's dependency on China in supply chains

Süddeutsche Zeitung argues that despite years of talk about reducing dependency

on China, German companies have in some sectors, especially electronics, actually

become more reliant on China, with diversification efforts toward Vietnam, Mexico

and other industrial countries only partially succeeding and involving cost trade-

offs.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung

Technology & Media 1 source · 1 language
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Karen Attiah's dismissal and press freedom at the
Washington Post

Süddeutsche Zeitung sympathetically portrays columnist Karen Attiah's legal

victory, arguing her firing by the Washington Post was retaliatory and unjustified,

and framing her reinstatement as a win for press freedom against corporate and

political pressure - including from Trump - on journalists who criticize powerful

figures.

Sources: Süddeutsche Zeitung
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